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things clearly and will certainly bring him to a bad end some
day or other. Hearing about this speech I said to myself
this was perhaps another reason why Biilow was so pensive
when I met him in the street.

Berlin, I2th January, 1909.

Things are going pretty badly between England and Austria.
The Neue Freie Presse of Vienna has a very violent article
against Great Britain, to which The Times has replied by a
still more violent article. I saw the British Ambassador
yesterday. He was very dismayed by the bitterness of these
polemics which he said might lead to disagreeable conse-
quences. Aerenthal is an ass and is leading his country to a
crisis which will be all the more serious as he's in agreement
with the Heir Apparent. According to what I hear all sensible
Austrians are of this opinion and see a very black future if
Aerenthal remains and the Archduke were to come to the
Throne, which might happen at any moment because the
Emperor francis Joseph is very old.

The Emperor's conversation with his generals was not
intended for publication. It was due to an indiscretion on
the part of one of them that the Tageblatt got an inkling of
what took place. In recent years so much discontent has
been created in the army and even amongst the generals by
the lack of consideration shown them that one mustn't be
surprised if things are happening now which formerly -would
have been impossible. It is very sad to have to state this.
At the same time it seems to me as regards the Emperor people
are going a bit too far. They won't leave him alone at all.
They criticise not only his words but the slightest gesture in
a way that is altogether too much of a good thing. They'll
end by irritating him to such an extent they'll drive him out
of his mind. It's the more serious as I believe the Emperor
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